
Welcome Back! 
I hope that your summer was relaxing and not as fast and furious as it was for some of us.  Summer is
a time to become recharged and ready to start a new school year. As I usually mention, I welcome and
value your positive energy and dedication to excellence in education, and I look forward to working
with you and your children for a seventh year.

All signs point to another incredible and productive school year. We will return to incorporating an
enrichment block in every grade level through our integration of STEM and the arts. Our extremely
productive office team is assisting new families, ordering needed materials and updating scholar files.
Our hard working and conscientious custodians have spent the entire summer thoroughly cleaning
the facility.  We are indeed a joyous and caring community with the common goals of nurturing
responsible, caring students and promoting high-level learning through our 7 Strengths and this year
we hope to be able to help every scholar “Be Remarkably YOU!”

Scholar Placement
A great deal of time, effort and thought has gone into the process of student placement for the
2021-2022 school year.  Careful consideration was given to input from staff and families as well as
scholar learning styles. Classrooms have been balanced academically and socially. Our class lists are
structured to provide equitable class sizes at each grade level. 

SAFETY/TRANSPORTATION:

We are concerned about the safety and welfare of all scholars. Please discuss the following
precautions with your child. Drive SAFELY in school zones while cautiously watching out for our
walkers.

� Students should not arrive at school before 7:15 a.m. due to lack of supervision. The entry

for all scholars is through two entrances only. If parents need to visit the office they may do
so but through the front entrance.

� After 7:15 a.m. scholars may enter the building and go directly to the cafeteria for breakfast.

Scholars will be allowed to go to the playground at 7:15 a.m. as well with the exception of
Pre-Kinder and Kinder, which will remain in the cafeteria and will be picked up by teachers
there.

� 1st through 5th grade scholars will line up outside in a designated location.

� Our faculty and staff will be available to assist children in front of the school or within the

school. The entry of parents into the building needs to remain limited because of health and
safety reasons.  Please follow their directions for the safety of all.

� If your child is a walker, please assist him/her in selecting a safe route for walking to and

from school. Your cooperation in teaching your child the correct procedures for crossing
streets and getting in and out of cars will keep them safe.

� School is dismissed at 3:15 p.m. Walkers should leave school property at that time. Parents

picking up scholars should remain in their vehicles and make the colored placard visible to
expedite the process.  Your patience is greatly appreciated.

� Please observe parking rules, miles per hour rules and use the parent parking lot for drop

off and dismissal.



� BUSES will continue to drop off and pick up scholars in the BUS Loop located along Strahan

Road.

� It is imperative that everyone follows all rules and regulations to ensure the safety of all

scholars. Please do not block driveways, parked vehicles or park in the No-Parking Drop-Off
Zone. Do not park illegally or let children run across the road alone. Pick-up and drop off
times will be patrolled by the Canutillo Police Department. Be very aware of new signs
posted to avoid any citations.

� Scholars are permitted to ride bikes to school. Please remind scholars what once they enter

the fenced area they must walk their bikes on school grounds at all times. Law requires
wearing a helmet and all safety rules must be followed. Please label the bike helmet and
provide a lock for the bicycle. The school is not responsible for missing or damaged bikes.

� Arrival and Dismissal Loop Guidelines: It is important that everyone follows the arrival and up

at the end of the day. The guidelines have been established for the SAFETY of students.

� Drive slowly for everyone’s safety and only pick up scholars in the driveway located in the

parent parking lot.

� Pull up to your designated part of the loop. (PK, Kinder, and 1st Grade, & 2nd Grade - Parent Parking Lot ; 2nd,

3rd, 4th & 5th Grade - Employee Parking Lot)

� REMAIN IN YOUR VEHICLE and once your vehicle is loaded, then you may slowly and safely pull

into the left lane to exit the loop.

� Do not double-park and ask students to run across a line of cars to board your car.

� YOU MUST REMAIN IN YOUR VEHICLE in the drop-off lane. If you need to park, please use the

spaces provided or if need be, use the staff parking lot.

� Only PK and Kinder parents will be allowed to get off their vehicle and escort their child to their

designated monitoring station.

� Refrain from delaying the process by using your cell phone during pick-up.

� JDE’s staff and patrols are there to assist in arrival and dismissal; however, they are not to cross

the parking lot nor wait with your child after 3:30 p.m.

� Scholars that are not picked up by 3:30 p.m. will be asked to wait in the main office.

We truly appreciate your cooperation! Please help us create a safe environment and follow the safety
guidelines during dismissal.

I am very excited about the beginning of this next chapter together. This school year is going to be
about accomplishing goals and ensuring that scholars use the 7 STRENGTHS. Again, welcome to
another great year at Jose H. Damian Elementary, where scholars soar to new heights.

Respectfully,
Jesus O. Barba, M.Ed.
Principal


